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Buddhists, They agree with the Caste System, This
exists in full force in ihe South and We^i of India ;
It is dormant in the north-east, Besides, they have
numerous divisions of their own avoiding Inter-marriage
and other Intercourse.
No doubt,, they deny the bCripiural character of Om
Vedas, yet they allow ihem ^reat authority \n all point*
agreeing with their religion. They have great objec-
tion^ to bloody sacrifices and loss of life which burnt
offerings cause, They admit ihe whole of the Hindu
gods^ worship some of them, but consider them inferior
to their saints (Arhats) Jains have some opinions
peculiar to them, e.g. worship of the Tirthanlc&ra#j 24
for tne past, 24 for the present and 24 In future,
Rishabha Deva or Adinitha is the first Jisna of the present,
Partvanltha (8th century B, C.) and Vardhamana
Mah&vira (6th century 8. C. are the!*3rd and the 24th
Tirthankaras or Reformers, They give no preference
to the greater gods of the Hindus, They have 64
Indras and 22 Devi*.
They have oo veneration for relics, no monafttio
establishments; their priests are called Fi/ijf*
They are of all castes. They wear very large loose
white mantles 5 their heads are bare, hair amd beard
clipped ; they carry a black rod and a brush for sweeping
away animals : They live on alms and never bathe*
They agree with the Buddhists in denying the
existence or at least the activity and providence of God j
in believing in the eternity of matter 5 in the worihip
of deified saints ; in their scrupulous care of animal